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" Yes.   I believe so."

"About time, too. It's six months since I set eyes on
her. And now, I expect, she's coming into Lewes on some
other business and just cuts off ten minutes of her time.
You, too. You don't exactly pester me."

Adrian murmured soothing words and commented on
his father's look of robust health. "Ay, looks, looks. I
suppose I look all right. But I'm not so good as I look, let
me tell you. If I were sixty years younger, I'd call it stitch.
Now I shouldn't be surprised if it's angina,"

Adrian did not take this seriously. Indeed, he passed it
over altogether. He sat down alongside his father and
asked: "Has Adela ever said anything to you about
marrying again ? "

The old man's heart bumped. This was something he
had always longed for. And let her choose for herself this
time. He would feel as though a sin had been expiated.
" No/' he said crossly. " Why should she say anything to
me ? What do any of you say to me ? I tell you I haven't
seen her for six months."

The bishop balanced a calf upon a knee and clasped it
with both hands. " There was a boy called Chrystal," he
said. " Used to help old Herwald. I never met him, but I
know he and Adela were very thick. Excuse the word."

" What's wrong with it ?   It's good English."

" Well, he went to Manchester as a curate, and now he's
coming down here to spend a holiday with Adela. He's
arriving this afternoon."

" Which explains why she can spare a minute to see me,"
the old man grunted. " Well, that's a thin story, I must say."

" Not so thai as all that," Adrian said. " They used to
read Greek together when he was here, and they've corres-
ponded regularly while he's been away. She's talked to me
a lot about him. I think there's something in it."

Old Beckwith ruminated for a moment.    " A curate, eh ? "

" I was a curate myself once," Adrian said humbly,
fingering his cross with one hand, hugging a gaiter with
another.

" Well, I hope he's a better-looking one than you were.
I used to be ashamed to be seen about with you."

Adela came then, and he thought there was a flurry of
excitement about her as she kissed him. He ha4 her for just
a moment to himself before she and Adrian went. He put